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Cedar
       Point    

A touring plan … for wimps

MEMBER SAVINGS
Save on Cedar Point tickets when you buy them in advance from AAA. 

		  GATE PRICE	AAA  PRICE	 MEMBER SAVINGS
	g eneral
	adm ission:	

$59.99	 $53.00	 12%
AAA members save on other attraction tickets, too! Call 800-836-2582.

Disney • SeaWorld • Universal • Darien Lake • And more!
Prices valid at time of printing and subject to change without notice.
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By Dave Parfitt
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Ev

en
 th

e biggest ‘fraidy cat’ in your fa
mily will find somethin

g 

to love at this roller coaster mecca

I’m not 
riding any
of those!”

“

cedar point

G
rowing up in this part of the country, Cedar Point has always been spoken  
of in epic proportions. Well, maybe less like Homer the poet, and more 
like Homer Simpson: “Dude! The coasters are AMAAAZING!” It wasn’t 
until after high school when I finally made the pilgrimage to this roller 

coaster mecca in Sandusky, Ohio. After one visit, I was hooked. I couldn’t get enough 
of the coasters and fun: the speed, drops, twists, flips and the arcade game Whac-A-
Mole too (I had an undefeated streak going for years!). 
	 As I grew older, my Whac-A-Mole reflexes slowed, and I eventually lost to a random 
12-year-old. My love of coasters, however, never diminished. I couldn’t wait to 
introduce my two daughters to “America’s Roller Coast” – named Best Amusement 
Park in the World for 16 consecutive years by Amusement Today. As we drove up the 
Cedar Point peninsula and glimpsed the colorful steel tracks arching into the sky,  
I heard squeals from the backseat. But … as I listened more closely, I realized those 
were most definitely not the squeals of teenage anticipation. I distinctly overheard 
something that sounded like …
	 “I’m not riding that in a million years,” my daughter Maggie announced, with the 
stubbornness that only a 14-year-old girl can muster. “I’m not riding any of those!” 
	 And with that, my Cedar Point touring plan for wimps was born.

Our Wimpy Day Begins
	 Now don’t misunderstand: I’m not calling my daughters wimps. I’d read the Parent’s 
Handbook, and I wasn’t name-calling to get them to attempt the big coasters. Those 
towering hills and multiple inversions are really intimidating to them, but all in all 
they like roller coasters. Really, they do. Even if we never sat in the seat of a Giga 
Coaster, there were still plenty of smaller coasters and other rides for us to enjoy at 
Cedar Point. 
	 We grabbed a park map, hopped on the Sky Ride, and sketched out our day. With 
the 420-foot Top Thrill Dragster and the 310-foot Millennium Force out of 
the equation, first up for us was Iron Dragon, a 27-year-old suspended coaster 
that gently glides through the trees and over a misty pool. This was always one of my 
favorite attractions, and – even better – there was no line.
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Thrills Connect
Cedar Point’s the perfect place for making memories your family and friends will treasure for 

years to come. Two exciting family rides are joining the line-up this year. They join our towering 
coasters, three children’s areas, an ice-skating extravaganza, an extreme sports show, live 

musical shows, an old-fashioned steam-powered train and three antique carousels. 

And when you stay at the Cedar Point Resorts, you’ll not only be steps away from the coasters 
you love, you’ll also enjoy Early Entry an hour before the general public to experience select rides. 

A trip to Cedar Point will be the best day of your summer!

New for 2014! 
Two Great Family Rides

Pipe Scream Lake Erie Eagles

Cedar Point   |   Sandusky, OH   |   419-627-2213   |   CedarPoint.com
© 2014 Cedar Fair, L.P.   CP14-179

Enjoy AAA Member Savings!!
Exclusive deals for AAA members on Cedar Point tickets available at participating AAA offices.

	 Next, we jumped onto the 50-year-old steam train of the 
Cedar Point and Lake Erie Railroad, and made our way to 
Mean Streak – a wooden roller coaster with an inferiority 
complex next to Cedar Point’s steel titans. Despite the fact that 
it attempted to buck, jar and rattle the teeth out of our heads, 
my daughters put Mean Streak right near the top of their list.
	 Throughout the afternoon we caught the Summer Daze 
show, rode Gemini and the Cedar Creek Mine Ride before 
leaving the park for the afternoon. We were staying at a hotel 
just down the road, and the girls needed to keep their manicure 
appointment there at the spa (I know … rough life). Plus, we all 
needed a break from an unrelenting summer sun. We would  
be back.

A Wimpy Night
	 After dinner we returned to Cedar Point for more rides, 
including the Corkscrew and Witches’ Wheel, and the 
Luminosity celebration and dance party. Luminosity is a 
stimulating wonder that should not be missed; a 40-minute 
show filled with singers, musicians, dancers, aerial acrobats, 
lights, lasers and pyrotechnics, all wrapping up with a DJ  
dance party. Whew! It is an over-the-top spectacular that ranks 
among the best shows I’ve ever seen in a theme park.
	 As we headed toward the park exit, I suggested to the girls that  

DINOSAURS ALIVe!
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You’ve probably heard about all those huge data breaches that seem to be happening more and more. To help you better understand 
breaches and what you can do if it happens to you, we’re bringing you important information from LifeLock. LifeLock brings you 
industry leading identity theft protection that goes way beyond what you can provide by yourself.

In the meantime, LifeLock suggests the following:

Monitor your transactions: Keep an eye on your credit and debit card transactions looking for activity  
that doesn’t seem to be yours.

Report suspicious transactions: If something doesn’t look right, contact the card issuer, business or  
organization immediately. Credit and debit card telephone numbers are on the back of your card. 

Watch your credit reports: You can get a free credit report from each of the three major U.S. credit bureaus each  
year, and you can pay for more frequent access. Get more information from the Federal Trade Commission.

Act fast: If you believe you’re the victim of identity theft, follow the above steps and contact the Federal Trade  
Commission. If you’re a LifeLock member, call our Member Services team for assistance at 1-800-LifeLock.

* At the end of the 30-day trial period, your card will be billed automatically at $8.50mo/$93.50yr plus applicable sales tax for standard LifeLock identity theft protection or $21.25mo/$233.75yr plus applicable sales 
tax for LifeLock Ultimate® service unless you cancel within the 30-day trial period. You can cancel anytime without penalty by calling 1-800-LifeLock. Offer is for new LifeLock members only.

©2014 LifeLock, Inc. LifeLock, the LockMan Logo “Relentlessly Protecting Your Identity” and LifeLock Ultimate are registered trademarks of LifeLock, Inc.

DATA BREACHES:
What should you do?

Special offer for AAA members:

30 Days FREE*+ 15% Off  
LifeLock® Identity Theft Protection

Important Information Presented by LifeLock 1-800-LifeLock  |  LifeLock.com  |  promo code: AAAMC

– Advertisement –

we give the Magnum XL-200 a try. There was no line! Even 
after all our coasters throughout the day, they were still not 
interested. Still, I’d say our Cedar Point Touring Plan for wimps 
was a success, and everyone left with big smiles on their faces. 
	 However, I gave a little sigh as we exited the park gates, the 
GateKeeper coaster whooshing over our heads. Hey, maybe this 
dad can get his daughters to be his coaster buddies next year.   

summer daze iron dragon


